172      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
now. The movement should be commenced at night, and so as to get a considerable force north of the James River ready to assault the enemy's lines in front of Deep Bottom and from about Aikens House, or other point above Deep Bottom where the two assaulting columns will be in easy supporting distance of each other as soon as the enemy's Hue is broken, at the dawn of day. If one good division from each of your two Corps are over in time for this, with the balance of their corps following, with a pontoon bridge for each, it will answer. The object of this movement is to surprise and capture Richmond if possible. This cannot be done if time is given the enemy to move forces to the north side of the river. Success will depend on prompt movement at the start. Should the outer line be broken, the troops will push for Richmond with all promptness, following roads as near the river as possible. It is impossible to point out the line of march for an army in the presence of the enemy, because the enemy may interpose such an obstacle on our route as to make it impracticable. It is known that the enemy has intrenched positions on the bank of the river, between Deep Bottom & Richmond, such as Chapin's Farm, which are garrisoned. If these can be captured in passing they should be held by suitable garrisons. If not captured, troops should be left to hold them in their position, and should intrench to make themselves strong. It will be necessary therefore to have your Engineer troops, with their tools, well up with the advance. Should you succeed in getting to Richmond, the interposition of the whole army (rebel) between you and your supplies need cause no alarm. With the Army under Gen. Meade, supplies could be cut off from the enemy in the event of so unexpected a move, and communications opened with you either by the south side or from the White House before the supplies you would find in the city would be exhausted. In case you reach Richmond, the details for garrisoning and holding the place are left to you, or the senior officer with the troops that get in. One thing I would say, however; all the bridges connecting the city with the south side should be destroyed at once and held beyond a peradventure.
As the success of this enterprise depends entirely on celerity, the troops will go light. They will take only a single blanket rolled and carried over the shoulder, three days' rations in haversacks, and sixty rounds of ammunition in box and on the person. No wagons will be taken. They will be supplied,